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FOREWORD

Clarke petsonally and had the occasion to share with him their
xnowledge of Gasp€é has passed away but his writings live on to

THE MAGDALEN ISLANDS BY DR.JOHN M.CLARKE

The generation of those Gaspesians who knew Dr.John M.

be a part of the Gaspesian heritage. Gaspé of Yesterday has

referred to the books of Dr.Clarke in previous

of the history and values of the Gaspesians.

Gulf.

THE MAGDALEN ISLANDS

The archipelago of the Magdalen Islands (iles de la Madeleine)
is located in the Guif of St. Lawrence about 180 miles from
Gaspe, 70 miles from Prince Edward Island and 55 miles from
Cape Breton. It is made up of some 12 islands, seven of which are
inhabited. The main islands in the group are Havre-Aubert,
Etang-du-Nord, Havre-aux-Maisons, Grande-Entrée, Grosse
ile, Ille d’Entrée, I'lle Brion, I'lle aux Cochons and Rocher aux
Oiseaux.

From a distance, the coastline does not appear to be very
irregular, but this impression changes when one draws near and
discovers a whole world of curious quirks of nature, where rocks
form pillars, overhanging ledges, large crevices, chasms and other
odd forms that catch the eye. In general, this indented coastline
has been carved in a soft grayish-red rock, but the sea has
played a part in adding more colour to the sandstone, gypsum
and other volcanic rocks of the islands.

This undulating countryside is criss-crossed in every dlrecuon
by roads and paths dotted with a variety of buildings. The houses
present a spectacie both unique and picturesque, built as they
are without regard to direction and giving the impression of
leaves scattered by the wind.

The total area of the archipelago is about 55,000 acres. The
population, in large part of Acadian origin, is 13,000 inhabitants,
including about 1,000 persons of Scottish descent.

Jacques Cartier, discoverer of Canada, reached the Magdalen
Islands on June 25, 1534. He spent several days exploring them
and was enthusiastic in his description of them in a report to the
king of France.

Several of these islands’ names go back to Cartier, especially
that of I'ile Brion, thus named in honour of Philippe Chabot,
sieur de Brion, grand admiral of France. The archipelago itseif
bears the name of the wife of Francois Doublet (Madeleine
Fontaine), first seigneur who attempted to colonize the islands.
Champiain had given the archipelago the name of iles Ramées,
because of the numerous horn-like protrusions found there. The
founder of New France also gave Havre-Aubert its name.

issues for, beyond
his field of expertise in geology, he acquired a profound knowledge

The work and writings of Dr.Clarke extended offshore to
the Magdalen Islands, linked administratively to the County of
Gaspe, and sharing its maritime traditions.

KEN ANNETT

In the following account
Dr.Clarke recalls the history of these interesting islands in the
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The Muedalen Islonds are a chain of dwsjected

aad -ea-wracked remmants of econtinental laind

iving in the very heart of the Guil. ninety niloy
from Newfoundiand ot the east, one hundred rrom
ova Seofin at the sourh cud cue hundred and
Gfty from Guspé at the novthwese.  Their land is
of Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Island, their
government of Quebee. their commerce in the
commodities of the sea, und their spirit that of
the Acadian communities of the 18th century, the
purest expression remaining in Canada of the days
of Louisbourg and Grande-Pré. To the outer.world.
particularly to the navigator of the turbulent
waters of the Gulf, they stand to-day as they have
stood since the beginning of navigation in these
waters, a fearful menace to the sailor and Lis craft.

Gasp¢ is a stepmother to the Magdulens. By na-
ture she has little in common with them, whether
in history, origin, scenery or commercial associa-
tion, but she, with the province of Quebec behind
her, extends to them the protection of her ®gis in
the administration of civil and criminai law. They
are far away from Gaspé and it is a long and ar-
duous stretch for the arm of Justice, it strains her
a little. But Gaspé lets her wards go at that and
leaves them to their more natural and intimate
relations with Nova Scotia.

The Magdalens are an island Arcady; they have
not yet received from any pen the just and sym-
pathetic portrayal which their fascinations of
situation, their little romances of history, the
tragedies of their simple living and the charms of
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their isolation invite. There are stories abroad
about them. of late years sterile magazine articies
not & ‘ew. mostly the work of the tripper whose
soui is in his fountain pen but who has never ves
caugnt the svirit of the islands or of their pecple.
Que 1nust know the physical aspect of even such
small vatches of land if he is to vnderstand the
reosons of their existence und the conditions that
govern the life upon them. The charv o1 these
islands shows them stretehed out like « long key

lying crosswise of the waters, with its axis north-
east and southwest, the direetion of ail the funda-
mental folds of the rocks wiiich govern the roseg-
raphy of the ianas of the lower Gulf. Il thc eve
wiil follow the 20-fathom line on the char: it will
be seen what o tremendous rock platform hus
been carried away by the waves in the gradua!
washing of the land to this slight depth. An ele-
vation of the sea bottom 20 fathoms would throw
all the chain of islands into a single land mass
which would have several hundred times the ares
of the land new remaining. Tlven the 10-fathom:-
line sweeps about ail the islands, tying them into
‘one and rexches out to take in: Brion island at the
north and the Great and Liitie BDirc Roeks {urther
to the north and east. Brion and the Bird Rocks
are to-day distant and isoluted platforms of sand-
stone with sheer sea ciiffs. The Magdalens them-
selves are really but mere specks of rock or land
‘but they are fringed with sand dunes and spits and
‘tied to one another by tremendous bars which
the seas from east and west have piled up into a.
'dcuble chain, leaving between the great interior:
|lagoons, Basque Harbor, House Harbor, the Great'
lLa.goon end its branch at the extreme north bLe-
hind the dunes of Grosse Isle and Old Harry.
In these piles of sand the sea has tried to bury the
bits of land its still unsated appetite has left be-
hind, tossing back ‘o them the feeble fragment-
of their own ruins. _
The islands of this archipelago seem on the chart
to be of considerable size but the most of them is

: sand, the actual area of rock lsnd small and re-



solved into little insuiar units 0f soi snd populi-

Jie Aaoduiens as &

tiopn. -And when we speax ¢l TIC
geooraphic group we must inelude Drion and the

. the north, cven though the broad ten
mile channels that separate Erion from the others
“oth north and south have been =wept clean of
the sand bars that may once have stretched across
hern islands are ail

them. Geologically these noert

of one picce with thie inlerwoven chein ot tae

\[agdalens. There is a fandamental and twotold

diference of quality in all the mempers ot this

eroun; that of the ennd with its broad reaches ot

uadulated dunes here and there, 113 strucgliing

erowth of stunted soruec and dune grass, 1Ls arid,
en in bwvalln now and

wraztod, desert surraees Drok

« the soo cuilles wnied nu ke an putlet for

‘he interior waters and un et for the tides: und
that of the rock land with its rounded and grace-
fai demoiselie bills, its iicbly fortile sorl,
troeless knolls and low-lying fat platecus.
each of the habitable land puiches, irom Ambherst,
the largest, to Grosse Isle and ortheast Cape,
tke smallest, there is some of all of these distin-
guishing contours present.

"These diffcrences are simple buu they are de-
pendent cn the geology ol the istands and this is
the way of it B oginly cpeaking, the rocks of the
i:land units are of three kinds. first, bloed red soit
sandstones “which give an extraordinary brilliancy
to the coloring of the shore ciiffs; thece ure hori-
zontal, flat and lie low about the shores. Then,
second, gray hard sandstones, which usually under-
lie the red and stand up in stouter, higher cliffs;
while the third is the volcanic rocks which stand
often in dark somber cliffs er low sheets but usuaiiy
rise into the beautifully symmetrical domes that
give the graceful skylines to the islands; the de-
woiselles, as we have called them, taking the name
{rom the hill on Amherst long known to the peonie
s La Demoiselie. Quite incidental or accessory
to these vurieties of rocks are the abundant masses

of gypsum standing out here and there in giisten-
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laves LLve come in centaet with the sandstones
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shieh they bave Droken through. These are some

niuin fnets abeut the isiands 2s a whole, ana to
4~ whe s interested in studying the ancien® his-
tory of the Guif, the geoloy of the JMagdalens is
nviine od intensely insiructive.

-

The traveler to the Magdulens

by the cua-
tomary route will reach them by boat from Pie-
tou. Nova Scotia, and so come upon them from
This is the only established line of

approach. Lucky souls independent of prescribed

the south.

procedure may approach them from other direc-
tions, but usually one’s acquaintance with the
chain will begin at the South. The petite Lady
Sybil which makes this route twice a week,
touches on every alternate trip first in the wee
hours of early dawn at the busy fishing port of
_Etang-du-Nord on the west side of Grindstone
Island; but the seeker after truth is usually asleep
or seasick at this juncture and his first impressive
glimpse of the islands is likely to be the blue,
gently molded breasts of Entry I sland at the east,
f‘:rising starboard into the soft morning light. The
‘way of the boat is through the narrow, risky chan-
‘nel which lies between the hills and meads of En-
try and the long nine mile sand spit which reaches
'its arm out from Amherst toward the east as if to

grasp the on island in all the group that has main-

i white or nerticolored ciiffs, where the voleanic J;tained its independence of the entangling bars.
—“En ‘
e — ol
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way of Cape Ray and Cabot Struit. [solated J§ a2 < omoese Taio o Qld flopey. Net 2 Freonenmen
from the rest of the group it is unikke them in f §s feit in the pliee nor has there been for mere

many ways though but a fragment of the sume | thun one cencrarion. So while they ure not of tie

fabric. It is a traveler's paradise—that's ull. § primitive island stock. these sturdy folk, comng
From its row of rounded demoiseiles which girdle § i miostly from Nova Scotia. have seen “’E-il-niah
the eastern snore and barricade tihe lower western § a century nass without the addition of a =ingle
plateau sgainst the eternal tootn of the sea, nn | owsider, suve by marriage. So they are ali of the

unbroken carpet of green unrolis, furling itself in | asistoeracy sud ench is related in nearer or re-

snd ouvt over the little knolls and fens down 10§ mote docree to evervbody else.  In-breedinz is
the parterre of red sandstones which line ihe | bud Jor the roee, it violates the primary laws of
shanuel. fug_'-:.nif‘.j. Dehold in the sturdy bevs and ahoic-
At the summits of its heights, if the day be evlm [ sorne girls of the present generation how nitus
and fair, one might faney himself on some _ilccnn | on Untry Idlund laughs at these laws, 1™ no-
isle as the eve sweeps the blue domain of (Yo son f ticeable air of general average material conafory
to the cast and south, just catching the -mciy { here, vne feils to sce in the other islands. e
outline of the Cape Breton shore in the scud of | the intrusive and prosperous fish merchant is con-
haze. .\t the west and north stretch out the othier | spicueus by Ll absence.
islands of the chain, fading away into a low nimbus But nowhere clse in all the group is the uremise
toward Alright, and the sand bars which streteh § of rhe soii sc well realized. The Magdalons are
away ‘o Old Herry. .\t one’s feet are the gruceful ‘the Iingdom of fish, their waters teem with

an

valeanic meunds which are like the parasitic concs | extraordinury profusion of them, poured out
on the sides of Etna: between them lie deep sink | freely on every coast; the cord, the herring, tle

holes where thc gypsum in the rocks has beenf mackerci; the cod zgain in the autumn, the lob-

dissolved away, a squidgy mat of water weed § ster in eariy summer and again (by grocious ex-
growing over tleir tops; down on the lower land { ception of the law) in the fall, and to tLese crops,
are pastures sprinkled with wild strawberries and the harvest of which depends largeiy ~n the in-
little quagmires filled with fleurs-de-lis. It boots clination of the fishermen, is to be added the
little that the island is shadeless for even the Au- :seai catch when the ice comes down from the

gust sun is bridled by the breeze or tempered by north.

Tkis is the historic wealth of the sea and in the
face of it the soil of the islands cries idly. Yet the
soil is of extraordinary fertility—in spite of fegs:
and winds the hay and grain grow bountifully and
the retwrn of potatoes and other buried roots,
with the very slightest effort at cultivation. is
amazing. The Entry people have taken advan--
Tiagx. of the svil, have fished lcss and farmed mo*e"
and this fact seems to account for their noticeable
comfort. Iior every head of man, there seem to
be five head of cattle of excellent stock. Milk
is freer than fresh water, butter und cheese and
the things to which milk contributes are at hand
—and yet one knows nothing of exports from tho
island save perhaps a little by way of cheese. In

the redintegrating sea fog. The island steamcr
passes but never touches Entry ard the inspiring
solitude of the place rests partly on the conscious-
ness that once there, one can not get away save
by an extraordinary effort.

~ The islanders themselves heighten the content
of the visitor, for they have won from sea and '
?soil reesonable comfort and with genuine solici-
tude for the comfort of another, do not obtrude
themselves upon cne’s designs. They are not
many, the Entry people, but they are sclect and
silent. They may be perhaps 30 families in cot-
tages scattered back of the plateau along the road
which runs from the sandy West Point back to the:
lizht on the southeast hill. They are Scotch and

- it m the -.'.::-;-:- t = - U S e SR P -. Sugns -[.,‘.;.m:::i 6 5



: ":1:. .-.--u..': v ‘. :.l{.)t-
Ui oot ont of Entry—-il one must-—s0ome husiy

oo

1, iy sl »
FEAIRTE Y L oY

will st vou over teo lmkerst by =nll
zasoiene. snd onee there ihe troveler i3 in ine
largest of oil the islands, and the center of their

political and civie activity. The boat landing i

Amberst is ot a mere atom of land, hardly vizlule
on the ehart, but tied to the rest of the islena by
a4 brosd sand bar. Tt is Mt. Gridley, bearing the
naine, it is sadd, of an American who a century
awo, sturted o fish husiness here, but bearing too,
what is much more to the point to-day, an histerie
ion which ©or two generations has cordially s
and hospitably sutisfied the demands of the trnee-

eler—tlie ¢niy thing of the kind on the lsiznds.

iy is o nretty three-cornerved grass plot
whereor raushrooins seatter themseives; oif toward
the west it ond: at the Inlet which leads into the
Basin, a harbor for all the fishing craft, buried in
the armpit of the great nine mile sund bar and pro-

tected at the east by the little bar or “* I'ichitown”
which joins Mt. Gridley and the reai island. Onthe

“Fishtown " bar are thc stores of the merchants
and the shacks and cook houses of the fishermen.
The bar leads toward the foot of Demoiselle hill,
whose graceful summits rise into the sca wail and
this hill whose name is a part of the history of
the place, stands as the type of all the "“demoi-
selles’ of all the islands—a mass of outpoured lava.
Though by virtue of her ancient name she stands
for all these rounded hills, she is not the highest.
That little honor goes to Entry, where St. Lawrence
hill rises to a height of 650 feet. Such a figure as
that seems rather unimpressive, but in a region
of lowland even such a height is a point of great
vantage. Between the Demoiselle and Mt. Grid-
ley lies the only outside harbor on all the island
coast, Pleasant Bay, a pretty name for a summer
day, but.of all roadsteads the most treacherous,
for it lies open to the northeast whence the storms
blow up almost without warning in these uncertain
waters. Scores of craft have broken their bones

is erossodi Lo irremular velcanie Lilis, less symmet

ricai than ir the other izicnus. The telds are

less inviting too than in some of the sister isiunds
because the seft red sandstone which lends =o
much to the fertility of the <oil is lacking here save
as one gets way across the izland to thic Sou'west
Point.

eral William's name the isiand bears:

Amherst (it is not Sir edrey’s but Gen-
French name is Havre Aubert. still the offieial
post-oifice desiznation of this port) is dotted over
with homes and itz populction is not less thun
1500—= popuiztion that iz alinost of pure Aeadiun
extraction. After the full of Loulsheure, come ot
the zcattered poncantry and Lsheemen from the
devastated Frenehr viiizges of Neva Seotin and
Care Braton {ound their way to ‘be Magdalens,
They constitutce & popuiation which scon became
fixed and fixed wirh it became their lanzuage, o
that nowhere in Canada is the ancient tongue of
the Acadians so well retained oz hera,

In a civie way, the islanas as we bave s2id con-
stitute a subcounty of Gaspé, and of this sub-
county Amherst is the shire island with its palais-
de-justice, its gaol, its hall of records alongside
the post-office of Iavre Aubert and to all these
on court days Joanra Shea’s boarding house, row
in its braver new dress dignified as Shea’s Hotel,
is an indispensable accessory; for county business

brings judge and attorneys from the mainland

ion this deepwater circuit and Shea’s Hotel aifords

on the sand bar here, caught by a sudden shift’
3 1

imost unexpected fullness of comfort.
At the time of my first visit to Amherst there
istood on Mt. Gridley an Anglican church, its win-
dows goue, its clapboards stripped away and its
altar vestments irayed and discolored. Lven tlis
trace of Protestant worship is now gone, and of &
population of 1526 “souls” on Amherst, 1525 are
Catholics. |

Two great sand bars run north from Amherst
and inclose the Basque Harbor which finds its
connection with the sea hy tickles or gullies too
narrow to make a passage except for the smallest
eraft at highwater, but the inhabitants drive along
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piatfiorm five miles or so acress. with

tha

eireaiar land

rocky shore ciiis ail way cround on east and

west. Crindstone iz a very iuviting und fertiie
island. !is shores are more britliantly deeked cus

in the bleod red ciifs of its lower rosk sheives t:n

aav other isiand of the group and between tf

1

vordure caoped shalves lie bere and there broag.

LavG oud beauvtidul beaches, This lacre o of

red sundstove coniributes to the richiess o

2eil i the souzher whila tho

n part of the island
norticrst part. wivh higher lava clils and Links

T
P ads,

of eolored crpsum elays is diversified with o o
of knoiis and pirhicles characteristic of the gyrsum

bearing rochs. T he demoiseile domes are o

il 28
conspicuens here as elsewhere but the lava beds ure
gyps
near the west shore stand out in briiliantly shining

accompanied by vast dzposits of um witich

silvery tow VW hiere the baat lends at Pointe-au-

S,

Mevla on the cast side, the gray sandstones rise

into 2 hizh, bare, wave-eaten bluif, and gathered
about tlie wharf and the post-office is the Lnglizh
settlement with the prosperous fish establishment
of William Leslie, one of the commercial monu-
ments of the islands. Here are the headquarters
and pretentious buildings of the new development
companies and from this point south the road
which circies the island leads over the fertile sand-
stone plateau around to the southwest corner
where lies the settlement of Etang-du-Nord. This
is the French end of the island and all is activity
in the fishing; indeed it is the chief center of the
real concentrated fishing industry of all the islands,
typical in all the equipment of the business and
the entire devotion of its people to it. Its lLttle
hay between its red cliffs harbors a larger fishing
fleet than on= will find anywhere else in the group,
and its odors are eminently and intensely Gas-
pesian. There is a hotel at Etang-du-Nord, if
you will; two indeed, one French, the other Eng-
Jish—but what if they are black with flies? Was
there ever a fishing station without them? At
the north of the island lies the historic settlement

Sein SR be L (‘:' il DD oo ennti
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the east and the great sand bar on the wost,—i

JreaTm

50 the Great Lazoon stretehine nonh

ne<tane for 2o miles, hermmed 1 o)

= A eyt -
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far north as Grosse Isle where it cpens out into ¢

broad reach: of inside waters that sanvrates Crosso

Isie and North East (Cape frem Crand Tnim.
It iz a passage thul may be sailed diene a earofully

]
e-—b

aked bt very sinuous channel where the (ide
ad in 2 stitf brocze the ehianee

. ofien runs heavy o

of ooing blown cut of the nwrrow

Conrse Lol

aground on the shallows is ever present, Tle

lazoon is a mile seross where narrowest, 12 niiles

or more where widest hehina Grand Entev: g
shores, barricaded hy intermunuable sand dune:
are the nesting places of innumeranie witerfowd.
rrom (irindstone Island rerriv the islets grow
smailer.  Alright Tsland, the aext

skir

nerth, is a little
strip of beautiful demoiselies ted with orange

red ciiifs, stretehing four miles in eoast

lire but
lnot more than heli this in widih. The steamer
stops at Pointe-Busse under the ee of a demoiselie,

but trere are oniy a few people to serve; the popu-
lation is small, though the island has a church and
conventual retreat at the scuth near House Harbor.
The beautifully molded- hills and the red cliffs
soon run out at the north into endless sand which
stretches away to form the eastern houndary of
the great lagoon, as far as Grand Entry, the eastern
;passage through the sand into the harbor within.
This is the safest resting place for sailing craft in
all the islands and .yet it is parlous enough to ne-
'gotiate in low water and a nor’east blow. I have
| waited on the sands of Grund Entry eight hours
while the steamer was standing off outside watch-
lng for a chance to take a reasonable risk at the
channel. I'rom here all the lands left at the north
are mere beads of rock strung together on strands
of sand; on the west Grosse I'sle and its little valet,
Red Islend, lying inside the lagoon; North East
Cape, Enst Z.and and Coffin Island. Champlain
called this string of islets Les Kamdes, the neck-
lace, 2. name that stuck to all the islands on maay
of the earlv churts.

Thev are all nonulated. and



quite caticely by Phagls h seiilers. znd they woe

nictnresque i with their sparse aceres o1 vl

J00 3

dure wnd their biazing cxpanse of sand dunes.

Cirosse Ixle is iust 4 haif a demoiseile with a fis:iug

cove ot 1 se; joined by a bridge over 2 branciy

its ba
of the iagoon with another knoll which luois
across over another lagoon to the steep slope of
North East Cape, another haif demoiselle and the
highest point on the nerthern islands, 1ts green

nro
taucs,

sides showing a few white cot
Coflin Island was set aside by the proprietor 2s
and there is an Eng-

M

Harry 1Tead and Oyster Basin are parts of Cofiin

maintenance for the chureh

lish churen here as weil as at Grosse Isle.

Taand and their southern sands lead dovm to the

harbor of Grand Entry.

™ ATae
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dnlen cluster offers to the traveier or

studer:t oxperience in wealth of variety. There is

an especial ebarm in the richness of color of their

low-lyinz siores. The greens are not the darker

hues of the spruee forests, but the emerald of grus

ecapnad hilis and plains.  Under the green lic here

i aimpast oTIs0M PIAtlorms of U snlg

waves huve

and there

<andstones into whose fronts the
everywhere eaten gullies and caves, obelisks and
tewers stonding feeble guard over the extremities
The cliffe

¢lays rise to greater heights and there are places

of their liitle capes. et gypsifercus
where they command the eye by their extraor-
dinary viay of pink, gray and duil greev biends.
Tie bolder points of gray sandstone and daik lavas
seem to stand as warders of the isiand masses
and to piead, as it were, for their salvation from
the relentless sea. The Gulf is azure in the sun-
light on the rare summer days when her waters
are at peace, but the tawny sand heaps rolling
along the skyline, kncil on knoll, add a tinge of
melancholy, speaking of destruction past aud
destruction to come, of time-long struggle, sur-
render and of partial restitution.

It is quite in keeping with the history of the
Magdalens that there should be such a minor cherd
in their harmony. The islands and their sands
have wrought terrific ruin to skivpers anc iheir
craft frem the time the Europeans began to throng

 the Clf  The long low dark coast and treacher-
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the chonnels at the nerth or the souvh.
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of siress when noressi or

driving against rocks end sands, hundreds of erait

have been broken on these uniighted =heres, hun-

i dreas of lives have been lost and ‘he bleachuny

 ribs of dead ships are aiways to

b coasts,  There ure custaways all the islands,

on
and taies of shipwreck muke the history of
Mr. Brassails, the

Aubert, s

AiREs
E

terday and the wews of to-day.

b1t
3 #2200

venerable postmaster at iiavre

me that within his life on the isiand there Lase

hoen, he thinks, not less than five hundred shins

great and small ecast away. The seasun

i Fai B
£ret visit [ learned of but one wreek in the srpnaiey

-

woeks belore ary arrival. At thia time of . SN ui

visit,

in July of another year, there nad alrsady
Leen three during the season with some icss of
L 1ife

The atmosphere is {ull of the trazedy of the seu
and while by far the greater number of the wrecked
'crait bave met their fate on ihe aorthern sands.
§ yet the southern islands have had their full share.
One still hears the tale of the wreck of the Giou-
cester fishing ficet in the “ILord's Day Gale”
one summer day of 1873 when by sudden shift of
the wind frem west to nor'east forty and more
vessels were driven ashore in P’leasant Bay. The
Miracle, 2n emigrant ship from Ireland with abeve
400 passengers, went ashore in 1847 at Eust Cape
with terrific loss of life. And so the stories go.
On my si‘eboard is a crest-marked silver tray,

:of the good ship Cameo in 1861, =nd alongside my

Grosse Isle in 1884, from the Norwegian bark
Athene when the captain, Jorgen Lorentzen znd
18 of his crew were lost. The mournful tales are
'without end and not only do the burying grounds
with their rows of nameless graves, as on DMt.
Gridley, and in the Protestant churchyard at
Grindstone, teil these sad stories, but the contents
of the islanders’ cottages Lear witness of the
wreckage. It is at the north along the treacherous

) ETe) \J

;tossed up on the shores of Entry irom the wreck

!desk, a mahogany cabin chair washed ashore in.



Ainag i I net with fechngs

ed sottiors of the nerth sce a

that tho kind-heart

-essel laboring in distress in the offing.  The story
told of many a rough coast is toid too of fthese

islands—oi the little girl who nightly prayed that

<he might be a good little giri and * Please. God,

other wreck before morning,” "Why should

A

Girosse Isle some twenty vears azo in eariy -Iny,

send anc

it not be =o? ip ashore on

wont

pravision st

islanders had had their hardest winrer, oo

N very low and among the Frencu o

oone, though the raore provident Lnulish lLud
saved a few potatoes. Those who had beasts
kilied them, Lut very few had them, and wiid
fowi were about all that was left for food. 8

to door i their

e

poor bezged from door

families dving of starvation. The winter nung on
and the ice showed no signs of breaking till May.
od

May 19th came along the fi=si vessel, by “go

luck?”

port. The “hand of Providence™
and the wants of the starving were met till the seal’

a provision beat bound for some distant

drove her ashore

came down and the ice gave way to the fishing.
There is no better story of strenuous experiences
in these islands and nec such lively picture of the'
life therc sixty and more years ago as that teld
by the Rev'd Dr. George Jekoshaphat Mountain,
Third Lord Bishop of Quebec—the first Protestant
prelaie to visit them.
sixty-one vears old when he felt it in the line of his
duty to go to the DMagdalens and iook after the
Protestant communities on Grosse Isle and Entry
whose cxistence had been reported tc him. So
in 1850 “he determined to sec those few sheep in
the wilderness with his own eyes’ and took pas-
sage in a small brigantine bound for Halifax =nd
whose captain undertook to put him off, o the
islands. As it chanced, the skippcr
the islands in the night and knowing nothing of
their coasts was about to lay to, but as a fishing
schooner lay near by, the Bishop had himsclf and

approached

his baggage transferred to this vessel,

“an unpainted, roughly finished craft of thirty

tans ahundantlv redolent of end and manned hy six

;

t b e ¥
1 ind Was anMp fnG ' tnetre
L UL 1Y
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X 3 aaly

I wrapped nine zuid cloak about e and sitiing
down on the ittle 'nuf_cm‘-':?} remained eonversins

with the raan at the heim. [ could not heln ihink-

ing, as he sat bestriding the tiller, with gleams of
light thrown wnartially upon his ficure from ilie

mouth of the hatehway (there being o small Sre
and & miserable greasy,
below), e=peet il Y voune Ll Le-
loreing to CIBW, it
mand, & eozl In the tones to rekindle hi:
which

dizeover

blackened lamp burning

when Plueide. o

the prought him, i eeg-

'['-‘. Ny

helped {o his Lout o

cik’s erowthi-—I could not help thinking wihet o

subieer 1 hin it

beard of
d before me

for the peneil. 1 [

nmy=eif, alterether, 1 rather 2 strange situation.
I had eome upon this cecasion without a sipwie
companion or attendant. and here U wus, now o
grov-hewded Dishop of the Chureh o elnudand,
having tumbled, as 13 were, nto this rude little
fishing vessel which crossed mv wav by chanes,

upon the waters of
the (zuif and sceking a ianding, where [
knew swt, hut anywhere unon the islands, whieh
I Lad never vigited before, “ivon which I did not
know a ii aiter setting my foot upon
whish I i e at a logs how {o proceed or
mn ordaer te find tne persons

drivinz alone, in a durk nicht,

to efieel

0y
W il

T S0

-

ik

wh;u rii:'nc::r‘-?a

T .
&2 L.li\(

who couxd put things i train for me to accomplish’

the objects of my visit. When it approached
eleven c’clock, I went below and saw, to my sur-
prise, a rude stone chimney built into the vessel

‘and a fire of fagots upon the hearth, which I was
glad to approach.

I sat bofore it upon a chest
occupying the little central space between a couple
of berths looking most utterly repulsive. I sat up
the whole night over the fire which I took care to

This intrepid man was ‘keep in thlVltY
L




At half past four they ran inshore off Sou'west

Point on Amberst Island. in a downpour of rain

snd mothing in sight but a black pig and two fish

houses on o Leueh strowea with cod onas, Slow-
ing the 1} hep's Lazgage under an overturned

flat, the sailors started off to find a horse and some

sort of convevanee, for where they vl come ashore
was twelve rales from Amherst viiiaoe ool Six-
teen niles frem Grindstone which he o

reaeh. Voo ey

imagine the cistinsuishod ond

Covoted man on the sands of Sou'west Dol as
T ook my post under my winbielin acainst one
posts hut neeseidy sopying 2 littie epviny

woled usy b me sitting oo io Drosved

of red sendstone, I procewded to oceupy i,
hree peorie el o low et ol

"

o A AP
NG PEey <sible consimiction.
...mcr:ud Iuouu" '“me rat ol o
horness. home made, was formed of strips of seal
skin with the fur left upon it, the saddle however
being worked into a sert of parchment and =up-
ported by a parcel of rags. The headsrail we
picce of old rope and the reins were of ihe same

* The Bishop thus had 2 chance, which no longer exists, to
ride behind n M agdalen island pony. This breed of tongi
little beast is now practically extinet, there being to-day but.
one known to me and that is at Tiang-du-Nord. ‘T'he history
of this horselet and how it got to the islands is nat known now
to any of the islanders, and, so far as I cun find, is nev e n-"t.tr
of record: at all events fifty years ago this “rat of o hicrse”
was the only kind on the island and at that time had 1ot Leen
crossed with outside stock. There is pony blood stitl iu muny

of the Acadian horses of the islands. There are good reasons |

for stating that the ponies were brought over from 3z ble
Island, whose herd of horses dates back to an uncertsin ship=
wreck of a French or Spanish vessel in the i6- or 1700,
from which 2 eargo of horses swam ashore snd have cver
since rnultiplicd and flourished, now under government con-
trol. The Magdalen pony was in many ways unlike ihe
Sable Island ponies one sces to-dav in the Halifnx markets
where the government auctions off the incroase of the herd
every fcur years, but it would not be safe to say ihat such
differences a3 now exisi betweeu them are not too great to,
have been developed in the course of a centwry, under the
different physical conditicns in Sable Islaad and the Mag-.
:dalens. ¥ 35

material. Such a cart, it may be understood, had
no springs, but there was a board across the mid-
dle of it for a seat. My baggage however quite
filled it up. The cart was driven by a French

la 1"

And so the Bishop walked over the sands of
Ambherst Island in the early morning, umbreila
spread against the pouring rain, without a house

. .
1in h‘lllf‘ll

nine miles to the tidal eully. which sep:-

iother nights to stay I deniurred to the partnership.

rated him from Blang-du-Nord. and then at luss

to a ncuse wiere be eould dry his

a breakiast. “of which, havine walked about niue

miles artar beine up in the schocter ail monr, T

was thankful to pertale.” oud the bishon aaas

]-i }‘b!\.

ihiese cuertions

Bavith ad. pgrotituae” that Be we been

nidcn more exhausied Ly

frprtye

before thap e was then.

he bishep euried cus his st

PCnUOdS  Dluns,

renctien flouse uarbor, there procured o fost

which teok him through the channel o pis shown

in the wilderness o Grosse Tsle of which be fonna

abuit ffty, most of dhem Lod a=ver seen o dici-

estant minister o beurd a relicicus serviee. The

secthonent, o RANS; Al M rhioe) :[-‘QT-“‘T‘-L"-'JI".'L:.
111 CEOETIRATL  atne ANWESEVSUWO Saens aul, that
s weos homgna i 2N, and th2 Bishon was Geeply

impressed by the extreme poverty of the people”
The visit Lo Grosse Isle was follewed by one to
Entry Island,

attended by lively experiences.

Over on Entry ‘there was a little question about
lights,” for his evening service. A eanvass of the
island, however, produced three cundles; “nne
was set in a candlestick, one foreed into a larn
and one stuck in the neck of a bettle.” The peopie
heard him giadly and on his departure showed
evidence of their better condition in life by load-
ing the vessel bountifully with the products of
their island.

Distant as these islands are and must aiweys

be from the whirl of hurmnan interssts, they have

*1 can imagine the reverend gentlemun’s experionwed ag
Grosse Isle. Once, in passing a nigii there, 1 wes routed out
_of bed by aborigines who evidently believed we an iniruder.
I bear suen bed fellows no ill will for I know their distinguishe:l

‘ pedigree and that their ancestors found hones in the Siiurian

“beds hefore the human race was conceived. DBut as 1 had

My Liost
expressed regret without surprise, but cazually remarked

‘that the la# person who had slept in the bed was the Rev.
fid—P—, the English minister.

had their share in the earlier events on the coast.
Indeed Carticr visited them before he ever saw.
and laid claim to New France and so their recorded
history runs back a little further than that of the

greater country of which they now form such a

‘slender appanage. In his first voyage of 1534 his

ecourse into the Golfo Quadrato lay south from the

Straits of Belle Isle and he made land falls in suc-

8.

3 clothes and 'J.e:t;_‘ rz U




cesglon Iirom tpe norin: orst tae Hird ?.-‘i. 1L Yy Tl
1 T o I B e i e - i
he remeda the Isiss aux Slzrgauiz. then Lrlon
R e S M T e
[zsland. which has earricd from roass the nams

F tha ek afimiral o Tyane o R RS 2, S e
GE B HEG pumiral ol Hrancs, SHRnpe L !.‘.:-01.!
Sjeur de irion. Iicre be woni aelhiors and ¢l 'un

Isiand he vrote such a glorious acscription us to

make the reader feel ne had found the Cosden of

Edea. =cme of the later vovazers applied this
name. Brion, to the entire groun of idangs,

Curtior. passing this way the next ronr, spoaks

crossing over from Drion Ithuwci. wihich he ro-

. . 1 . P L, s w
visited. to Les draynes—tlie sunis of (Grose

and East Point. Dy this name eod ifs varians
the gooup was set aown ou wany o e ooliy
charts. The maps of the Guil which dode bren

e R R R R BT

rosurds of position Lut are of interest as showiry
the growth of observations concorninz the form ol
the islands and their changes in name, the years
of confusion with the Isle St.-Jean (Prince Edward
Island) and their gradual distinction from it. In-
deed few, if any, of the charts to Champlain’s time
and later made out the isle St.-Jean, fiity miles
to the west of the Magdalens.

We do not know how soon after Cartier’s dis-
covery the men of Normandy and Bretor got in
among these islands, but by the latter part of the
16th century the stories they brought home of
the tremendous number of seals and walruses to
be had, reached England and started English ex-
peditions into this quarter. There was a voyage
ir 1591 by a skipper uanknown, on behalf of M. de-
la-Court, Pré-Ravillon and Grand-Pré, [or the
purpose cf Lilling ‘“Morses” for “trayne oyl,”
which of itself indicates previous attempts by the
French for the same purpose. Then of the English,
George Drake made a passage in 1593, finding the
harbors :ulready occupied Ly * Britons of S. Malo
‘and Basques of S. John de Luz.” Drake found
that “by coming a day after the Fayre his efforts
were naught; just as Charles Leigh and Sylvester
Wyet, whe with Drake were the first Englishmen.
to sail so far within the Gulf, are said on their
arrival, to have been confronted by two hundred
Freach, who had planted three pieces of ordnance

I

on th2 Deuch, and three nundred suvages—an

opnesition which led {0 4 sharp sea 1ignt and scdms

o iave eieetvally dissnaded further atterapts on
1. . N (e g Sk i e b - i 5 x *

the part o0 the uadsh o fasien their hoid on
thLis i;usiness.

These islanas were granted i 1553 by the Com-

pany of New rance to Nicolus Denys as &

LT

Cadiis

of the vast regien stretehing rrom Cape ('onse

the souih to Cnp-des-Rosiers ut the nocth, and

Liser nexit vear Denys veceived from the king lelicrs

patent as cevernor and lleutenant-seneral to all
s grrear tordoory,

) N 1
LaaOnE

LoineIs eany dpyvs land poteats in the worid
ul saw Frimee were siven castly and éondioiing

cluans o the wnine torritory =sued irora ths <wme

source oruen resulted, S feomenen thot L0603
| IO e Py X vy " 'R e
Ll[. aeiomy ATE AT F SeiE B Wil sl gisperar
Doubiet was also given permission t9 chanwee the

name of the island {rom Brion to Iadvieine®
which was the name of his wife. So this name
has come down to the present as a memorial of
conjugal devotion, though Doublet’s attempts ot
a settlement failed totally and have been alinost
forgoiten.

* Professor Ganong assures me that the name Madelene is
attached to these islands on Champiain’s map of 1632, which
is not now accessible to me. This is a ratiier singular eoirei-
dence in view of the statement made above. Probably the
whole history of Doublet’s attempts at settlement would
have passed with little notice if it were not fur a short sharp

i passage in Denys'’s Deseriplion Géographique ¢t Iistorinue des
Custes de I’ Awmérique Seplenirionale, 1672, and had not the,

departmental archives at Rouen atforded in recent vears the

{manuscrint journal of Doublet’s son, which was edited zid
{ printed in 1883 by Bréard, under the title Journal du Corsaire

Jean Doublet de Honfleur. This is a remarkable story of 2

| freebooter’s life in every quarter of the watery globe, ly-
| ginning with his suceessful attempt, at the age of seven, to

stow himself away aboard his father’s ship which came out
to the Madeleines in 1663; the expericnce of the attemypted
colony there; the return next year to fiud the colony cle-
moralized, the place abandoned and the venture wholly lost.
The younwer Doublet declares the islands were named for

{ his mother, by censent of the proprictors.

2
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Like Doubiet, Denys failed in bis efforts to i

duce colonization and in i72C the Diagdalens,
with 8. Jean and Miscou, were ceded by letters

(-\

patent to the Count de St.-Pierre, rqusrry to e

e wes comniissionad 15t

Duchess of Crleans.
oniy to carry on the ficheries bat Lo cultivate the

soil and eut the timmber. 5o far as we kuow, the

attempted eolonization under this potest ctested

litile end the islands were lost sieht or Uil aiter

1ol New Fronce, when tiie Laglish govern-

the fui

men: minesed the islands to Nesfoundiond., 1y
e Quebens Act they were scon after nitached o
that rrovines where they now buictg

A new era in their history, Lowever, houan o
1708 when they were granted by ruyai paieat
to Sir ‘ufterwards Admiral} Looe Coffing Top-

oaan Codin, i rar ol o he "'"m.x

¢ Lright p:u'ticui;l‘.‘

New oneoiand Coffing, of which * soston Lranen

wore «ll Loyalists, had fuugil; wed in His Iizi-
esty".@- ravy during the Amcrican wur, tad
1783 while transporting to Qucbee, his chicf and

tiend, Lord Dorchester, then for the sceond iime
gu‘cernor-gcneral, passed the Mudeleines on their
courze and in jocular mecod and haphazard way
suggested that he would like to be made proprictor
of these islands. The governor-general assented,
but it was not till the time of his successer that
the royal warrant was issued.*

The new proprietor established at once a feudal
system of land tenure which has remained clese
to the present day as a last flickering expression

of medievalism in the English lands of the western

world. Sir [saac Coffin required the occupants of

the islands to take titles in the nature of emphy-
teutic leases or perpetual leases at an irredeem-
able rent.

The islands cover nearly 100,000

acres and at the usnai annual return of 20 cents

an acre would have produced a considerable ground
rent, but this land never was fully leased, the

rents never proved collectible and the system.

resulicd in continual contentions between agent
and tenant which at times culminated in con-
siderable migrations from the islands. A very in-

* Admiral Coffin’s first naval service on these northern
waters was in the frizate Gaspée: lus next. in the .Sybtl ad-

Ll fom bin latam wmna

teresring aceount of the land tenure en the islands

e

£z
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e
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forty vears ugo was given by luucher e

AMaurice in his Promenades dans le Golfe de

Laurent (1874}, though it is no ionger pertinent o

existing condizions and must be rezarded as tineed

with the author's sympathetic interest i tie

Acadians.

In later yrars the attitude of the heradicary

seigneur has been more lentent and the pariiament

ef il.e provinee aiter long investigaticn oi

1 1 l“

gituation hus enacted a regulated fcrm of fenure

asrurine ou tonanis the right to beeome

Pslaullnge

pronrictors, aad it has further alleviated the reaily

deplorable condition i =ome of the islunds by

nutking repayveient o the tenant of vre-third e
Lwount necessary o effeet o freahinld.
Yeu in spite of dhese posstble reilofz,
daweller o Iintey i<iand holds ias g

1t darm Hhie areater

pay e rental as in the ancior
ease of tenantry ana the possibiliiy of ownersivip

Las, with the tremendous rezouices of the wslnd

waters, helnad to incresse the popubuion of Jdie
Llchlp\ 2LC, MW reaching g aerpld

T L TR e

Lirinvdstone.

A few years nzo the seignioral rights of the
Coffin Lieirs were ueguired by the Magdalen Island

'Development Company subject to a controlling
-restraint by the proprietor, and though the com-

‘pany erected oxtensive fish houses and equipped
the fishermen with gasoline boats, the efforts
failed to increese the productiveness of the islunds.
Still more recently such surviving rights as this
company possessed were assumed by the Eastern
Canada Ilisheries, Limited, which hopes to reap
iby modern methods the tremendous wealth of
both sew and lnad. But it is just as well to say, in
passing, that the ‘‘hustler” from Montreal or
Boston, or whatever place, who thinks to make
lthe Mudelcine islend fisherman adapt himself to
new mocdcs, to fish when he doesn’t want to fish,
to go out to the banks when the sun is under or a
gale is brewing, or to do any great amount of labor
{when his credit at the store is good, is likely to

Heredity is

suffer from raisplaced confidence.

Jistrong among these folk. They do not feel the

Sr'inf3 7 2



beip them

compeiling neeu jer ore money tc
in their nat-

Leep pace with the outside world.

ural philosophy it is best to keep iife simple—i:

aiwavs has been so. These are the Isles of Re-

pose—nobody cores whether tue venrurers from
outside pay dividends or not.

To talk su much of these islands and to =1y <o

ot

little of the wenlth of their worers would Le to
puss by what has seemed to the simpler philosophy
of fslanders and visitors alike the p1enson for thoir
existence. .\t any rate it is nature’s cornneisation
for those whom cliwiee or fortune vompeis to live
e

The life hereupen is not to be estimated in

‘erms of the sutnmer sea. DBlue skics and sentherly
breezes are but for a day at a time. Tur neoriy
the islanders are izcbound with

save by

cable anu now in these last days by wivcless froan

half the year 10

sommunication with rie cuiside world,

3 ey

the hilltop on Grindstone. iLe

"ha turbulenee of

autumn begins as early as ceptemoer 1in

tnese
uneasy waters and with the breaking of ile ice
feolds in Mareh and Anril begins the turbulence

of the spring. Tull holf the yorr is given over to

- [k SOt T
P e
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ey thie season.  Yeb i nuatuce

.pms to have been stinzy in her other ¢iiis to tie

iddands, she stinted nothing when it came to fish.

The broad rock platforms which surround the

islands at slender depths are the natural gather-
ing places of the fish and in spite of the millions
taken out, more millions remain. With the dis-
appearance of the ice comes the spring run of cod.
The herring still abound in limitiess shoals, the’
mackerel have never yet deserted the islands as
they have the Gaspé Coast and with the coming
down of the fall the cod return fat and fine for the:
late fishing. On most of Gaspé only the cod re-:
mains, the herring are too few for anything but
bait and the mackerel migrated long years agn,.
only just now coming back here and there to their
historic grounds. The islanders have only to
reach out and take—but reaching out to take
means the roughest and most hazardous work so
it is little wonder that the fisherman prefers to
venture just so far into this struggie as the neces-

i of 1ifp reenyine i . Bt this i
no: ail the wealih of the warer thag ¢omes his
WL, 1hae lobster harvest 1= {remenaous and o

mition lebsters a year, even at 3 to 4 cents a |
ster. mican a let of money to the isiandman, to

wlom, beeguse he is a “poor islander,” {he Fisn-

eries Commission ailows an extra month cf fizking
in the fail, which the other lobstermien orf Gouspé
Go not get.

Sud then there with

E

1 . .
thia anoving of 1

]

attuck upon the scal as iv is carried on by fre-

branking steamers irom Newiounaland, the Mopa-

T b e wioBy o A0
FUIS LG 11 iy Dediiaies

has no shuare.

i+

business 1 done irorn the spore or from his leld
skin boats which do not get out of 1he buano weroes,

TWita s focilitles we dees the Lozt hin cup. oo

fron verw well, but the Newioundiand seaters =l

got in Bis way, breaking into his ice wred bis peos.

The scason is short and guick-—o

h

peclive hords,

few days and it is over and the harvest of hooaed

¢ual is sometimes 15.C00, smretimes. (hough rarety,

75,000, Mere and there on ihe iulands sre the

s v BT - -
e LTS 3
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guseitas o e izl Rl STRCAEe g RO Tk SEIN0

visdor of sammer dovs ean see. The little harier
seal which dot the sandbanks and lagoons on
summer days play no part in this battle. So with
seal and lobster, cod, herring. mackercl, lobster
and cod again, from spring to winter, the Mag-
.dalener is really in a marine garden though he
rma.y choose to pluck but little. There was once
‘& larger game in abundance here, but its day is
long past—the walrus. It was for its rich stores
of oil, ivory and leather that the early expeditions
| to the island were made. Stories are left of the
-‘E hunt for this big mammal here, and most of them

last killed in the Gulf was on the Labrador in
41841. The records of this old hunt remain be-
|neath the soil of the islands; on the low shores of
Grindstene and all along the western shore of
Entry where the waves have cut into the land of
8 century ago. there are Javers of bones, tusks

| are of doubtful veracity, for I have seen it recorded ..
that the last walrus killed on the islands was in’
:ithe 1780’s, while Professor Packard says that the:



and testh. I have even dug out a great lecden
clug from the skull of one of these creatures.
ThLere's a Sea-cow point on Coflin I:land, azother
on the south shore of Amherst, heth of wiich
eed

record these activities of the past. nd

the bone heaps distributed over rock surfaces snd

Lopenih 5-10 inches of soil are indications vl

=alrna nas beeome extinet in these waters.

Thaps epe o few otver Hitle dots of roett 22095

thig jelund croup. Wolf Island les iant i e
Iang wo-iern bar: Sh

sands o. Mgt and Gall is near

Deadm

nYy S

oS o gl

and—alezay, it was aniled by Ua

fiop—ir o <iveophagus ton miles souinwesi o
Aonhorst,  OF i, Thomas Moore, on fids way hume

I vig, mne delorousiy o fenebw sang of
shipwreck, dhough b misplaced e miom: Ly
anttinz it of the coast of Newrguntinng That
‘ales of seu and seamen these ragged littie roeks

snshiripe, no one can ever know, nor teil of the
bones of <kipper and craft buricd on the shoals

of the White Horse, ihe Picrre-du-Gros-Cap, on

LA S e inm y EER

en rniies ol 12 the north of Gros:e isle. with 2
ten fathom channel between is Brion feland, seven
miles long, but stretehed out thin, with 200 foot

clifis on the west and all a platform of herizontal

gray sandstones, grass-tonped and inviting. This.

is the island that its discoverer, Cartier, went iato
eostasies over on that June day of 1534, when he
anchored and went ashore; and when he expressed
his enthusiasm by giving the spot the name of his.
patron. English charts, with dull insister.ce, as-
sume that Cartier was mistaken in its name and
so they call it Byron. The attractions that Car-
tier found here on that long ago summer day are.
not so many now. Its timber is gone, the “morses’
which lined its shore departed a century 2go, its
grapes, its gooseberries are hard to find and its
roses are blasted, but its verdure and fertility
remain, its sheep produce a wool of extraordinary
worth and a mutton of purest flavor. Brion has
for two generations been the property of the Ding-
wall family and its new inhabitants are for the

B

-nost part in some reiation of dependence upon

1 .

the descendants. Doubtless, the isiand has its
fescinations to one who wiil search them out.’ I
have sailed about it and gazed upon it wistfully,
but have not yes been ashore.

The Bird Rocks, lying out bevond DBrion, to the
have unother gort of

northeast scme ten miles,

story—one of birds and of human trageay. et
by God the Lord in the widst of the waters.” suid
Fether favenwcus, in the 16005, they seemed to
him like @ sreat doveccie. o covered were they
with birds from top to boitom. And sinee his day
and that cariier vear when Curtier called them the
Tsles-aux-murgaulx, this great colony of water
fowl has been the wonder of navigators. in later
years Lhe theme of much writing by the bird men.
But o the humen tragedics on these remote bits

of bure rocks. itle has been reeorded. The Dird

Rocks sre three in aumber now.  In the cariy duys,
the two litt!e frugments now known us the Little
Birds, were evidently one, but the sea has broken
them epurt. The Gieat or Northern Bird is a

flat reck table, nov as lurge as sume lce toes,

H ; s e S T e e e Kt R S Sl S L
bt L v raenes Brlen nud pieb of the Macdaien
- R YETessy sntee It g s _\L.l:..'-a‘\“.'h

groun, and these have sheer vertical
of 150 feet

grassy lop

wali< an ali
sides, rizing to a height
Its

seven acres of ground.

at the buse
ol the lighthouse. covers near
Here on the horizontz
ledges of its sheer cliffs roosts what is commonly
;rcg'arded the largest bird colony on the Atlanuic
,Coast. The discrepancies in the accounts of the
number of the birds given by the early writers
and the ccnsus that the bird students of tu—ciay

{have taken of the population is so great as to con-

Ivince us that the settlement has been well-nigh

decimated. Here are the gaonets, most beauti-
ful of all water fowl, in greatest profusion, murres
and kittiwakes, razor bill auks, puffins and guil-
lemots,—only a short list of species, but an as-.
sociation of most ancient date. And in the cln‘i"
days, there was the great auk, awkward gare-
fowl, long ago beaten to death and extinction by
the clubs of the sailors.

one evident cause for the rapid decrease in the

There is one and oniy

number in this bird colonv in these later vears
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Siate, he wold have been weil fined e iz

But lot 1o one visit on the bead of the lonely igbt-
iceeper reproach for sueh performunces. ilis soli-

dor frem the big werkd

sude. his delizht in o vis

autzide are their nwa 1;‘nthL‘.uiL\‘L- for winking
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otk has Do Gepleted inextraorainary
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reruizure By the murvelous photographs taken

I“
‘rom periculous points

- M, Herbert K. Job {
of view on the narrow ledges where a foothold is
ouly tenable when one is tied to security by a rope
from above. The decrcase in the number of the
Lird population here is a cause of some just solici-
tude to the conservation of our native fauna, but
‘the remedy is, as we have indicated, not far to
seek. The gannet is not to be found elsewhcre in
the Gulf, except at Bonaventure Island near Percé,
and at Perroquet Island off Anticosti, and there
is little doubt that, of these settlements, the one
‘at Bonaventure is the largest.

It was not until 1870 that any light was piaced
‘on the Rird Rock. Up to that time, being square
in the path of Ea\'igation through the southern
passage, these rocks were a fearful menace to
skippers and craft. For many years after the
erection of the light, the only means of ascending
the rock face was in a crate hauled up the cliff
he a windlass and a ith. Some of the early light-

| sereams of

keepers dug o1t a rougn stairway on the ciiff fuce
od up these, one and the other, aii suppiies and 2.

~ A 1 .
construcuion minterial were {axell. Ten vears u;:(.d

the government made a more refiable stalrway in

the rocks with an dron hund reit. [V 1S a precaricus

puassage enovely, aiid crumbling roek ana seream-

ine birds, and even o, the helst must still sorve

for eavier Jonas.

T Coubt i the world hel

Iis o meore solated Tehg
stariop,  ore, durine the undrozen coontbe, e

lightkeeper and his little fumily, weaally bis wii-

.

chitdren

s Wt 6 anu S asshiii, Vo opivothor
duil routine of duties. pes of 1wiee nerbieps
in he vewr, the light insseetion :ienimmer with

suppiics. then the vecasionsd bivd ident o

man. The shinpping which the livithonse serves
pusses ihe rock on one fde wud utoiher znd The

news of the duy is only tle bussang o suethoer

vessel. Derhaps the casunl visner brings in o

newspaper or o liftle talk of the world outside,
but for the rest, the eternal sex, the sempiternal

the birds, the monotoneus rouna of

dailv work at the lizht, e {oz horn, we vewk-
" RELT - GO S R R I L ]

b sl o s By mnite and stummas, CnL everny
word on every bwok and paper has teen burned

into the broin and every thought thouzht over a
score of times, i3 it any wender that more thun
once, the keeper, mad with his awful solitude, has
‘been taken from the island in o straightjacket?
;Once there was a cable stretched {rom lLere by
WAy of the Magdzalens on to Cape Breton but now
_that is broken znd abandoned, o set of Inter-

national Code flags being the only means lhe

i keeper has to make known his distress to his neigh-

bors, if perchance any should be passing, or the

hhghtkeeper at Brion should see them.. Some

years ago at the down coming of the seal, the:
 keeper and his assistani were floated off on sepa-:
.rated ice cakes—the kecper to his death, the as-.
sistant-to be washed ashore frozen and famished
on the distant sands of C'ape Breton. In 1912 the
‘tragedy repeated itself and again ihe keeper was:
lost in the seal hunt, icaving the anguished wife:
to tend the licht and to signal for succor with the .
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Convincing clues to the history of a country are embalmed in
its place names. [ have here given the principal names on these
islands with suggesuions as to their ongin.

Sadeicee Named for Madeleine Doublet, wife of Frangois

Magdalen | = : :
Sagdalene E Englluhj_ Doublet, 1663.

\faudlin — broad French and vulgar Lnglish.

This name, applied by Cartier, 1334, to the

Brion island now bearing 1r, was often used

Bryon l on meet English maDs'ﬁl by early explorers for the whole group.

Byron | . 5 It was given in honor of Philipe Chabot,

| Steur de Brion.

Gen. William Amherst —a name given by the Comn pat-

entees. [le old French name i1s Havre Aubert and this is

Amherst I | the post omce name today. .Aubert was commissioner tor
I. Aubert 2

the islands at an eariy day and the " Havre " has reter-
ence to the mterior lagoon which has been at various
L times open for smail vessels.

Havre Aubert

Pleasant bay | The broad bay on the east coast of Amherst. a deadly
Baie au Plaisance 5' anchorage in an easteriy gale. -

Cabin cove | On the south shore of Amherst. Idas reference to
L'anse aux Cabanes \ Miemac lodges there at an eariy day.

West pomt ~
Sou'west pomt L On Amherst.
Sou'west cape )

The little triangle of land at Amherst wharf. Gridley was an
Mt Gridley American who established the {irst lobster fishing here about
1763.

On Amherst. Takes its-name from its symmetrical shape
Pesorals hmi ?\'hich.the French_ lh.Ol.lg“ht resembled a maiden's breast,
. in which respect it is like all the volcanic-gypsum hills

| on Grindstone, Alright and Entry.

Basque harbor ; : .
Hetin Basque A name dating to the 1600's when the Basques were in

= sion.
Havre aux Basques passesaion

Grindstone I.
Pierre Meuliere
Isle aux Meules IT
Isle Blanche

] The English name translates the French; all are due to
the coarse white sandstone which forms the principal
headland, Cape Meule.

Named for William Leslie, carly pioneer of the lobster busi-
Leslie cove ness, and still there after 40 years’ residence. This is the
post office name of the eastern part of Grindstone I.

Red cape, Grindstone I Its blood-red sandstones.

c Grindstone I. Stands on the hydrographic chart but does not
e e { seem to be known to the residents. ;

Grind_stone I. The origin is lost both to the French and’
English, but the name naturaily suggests a wreck and
rescue.

Hospital cape
Cap au hopital

Grindstone I. . Pronounced by the English, Tamtanour.
Etang du Nord % The pond is the north pond of Basque Harbor.

Sailor’s term. Not older than the Coffin patent. Either this or
Alright I. Grindstone I. was called Saunders I., by Bayfield or the

Coffins. ;
House harbor The harbor between Grindstone and Alright. An
‘Harbor Maison ancient term referring to early settlement, probably

Havre aux Maisons the first on the islands.

®
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" ceyng tovelller v hars,  The name was in use before Cham-
namei .

Lam's tune as it appears i Uishers narrauve nl 1301 and

SaIpies yrake's, 1z93: "' alled by the britons ot S, Malo the Isle of
Yamea.”
Les Aravnes 3 : : ;
[. des Arenos Cartier. 1 iiis second vovage, speaks of crossing over irom
I. des Arenes [rion :o the sands. " les aravnes.” meaning the sands of
L aux Sahions . (rosse isle and southward. The name appears on eariy
I aux G4 { charts 1in the altermauve torms given and applied to all
E Dusrdh . the group except Brion and Alezay.
-~
Entry 1. | A very cariy name. though evidentiy not Cartier's. [t guards

| de U'Entree | the southeastern portal of the group.

MAGDALEN ISLANDS

The beach at Grosse isle; in the distance the long sand dunes stretching around

North cape
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Inourdav the Arts continue to
ntertain and move us. 4na the
t‘hurcn's (nKs to the arusuc
communities are stronger now
than they have veen tor several
centuries. Changes in society
since the end ot the Second
Worid War. ana the subseguent
renewal movement in the Angli-
can and Roman cCatholic
hurches have brougnt about a
need for new expressions of
man's most deeply felt senu-
ments 1n his quest for the
Eternal. .

The most characteristic ex-
pression of reiigious art 1s stai-
ned glass. Ever since the
Middle Ages in Europe, stained
glass has been used to help the
faithful in their knowiedge of
the great events of the Christian
Religion. As an exampie, unul
comparatively recent years,
most people were unabie to read
or write. Recogmuung this, the
Church undertook to depiet in
stained glass the teachings and
life of Jesus. This was a {antas-
tic aid to the devotional life of
Christians

who could visit their

they were able to see in the ri-
chly eolored glass the image of
Jesus, his mother, the saints
amd martyrs of the centuries.

As human beings made of

flesh and blood we need to be.

able to see, hear, touch, smeil,
and taste the elements of the
created order, and use them to
bring us closer to a loving God.
We are not disembodied spirits

On the Magdalen islands our
churches have a mimimum of
religious art. and what there 1s
falls far snort of giving expres-
slon to ourseives as peupie_
struggling to understand and
live the Christian faith on these
islands. Some ume ago, it was
decided to place three stained
glass windows in the East wall
behind the aitar of Holy Trinity
Church. Those windows were
installed in mid July 1986, and I
think they succeed wonderfully
at revealing profoundly and at-
tractively what is good here.

“‘Ihwmdnn were created by
a.young company in Prince
Edward Island (Burden/Hrabi).

3 "ﬂhr!n already making a

name for themseives, and have

beea given & major commission

- todothe Great West Window for

" the:Angliesn Cathedral in Hali-
_!B.N-S-

MIMMM
fall:about the Grosse [le win-
dows, we came to & very quick

Mmmd

onanumber of occasions, and in
fact had published a children's
colouring book telling the story
about a horse on Entry [sland
who had been separated from
its owner. With this kind of
background. the two artists
were keen to have a commuission
from the Magdalen Islands.

The windows are unusual for
a oumber of reasons......

There are three windows. but
it is almost possible to forget
this, because there is oniy one
scene. The light coming through
the windows further empha-
sises the unity of the scene be-

-

one notices is the bright colour.
and the way the light intensifies
coming through it. They are mo-
dern. contemporary windows.
eXpressing in concrete, ordina-
ry images, the peopie and the
islands they live on. The back-
ground shows the interacton of
the land and the sea. A blue he-
ron flies overtead. and in the
distance, two guils. On a smail
hill there is a wooden house re-
presenting the traditional do-
mestic architecture oi the
islands. A fishing boat is at the
bottom of the hill, and in the fo-
reground the familiar hay
barraque which has become a
symbol of the Magdalens. in the

center window; the Gibraiter -
like slope of East Cape is easzily
ad g S

At-the bottom of the windows
you read the words: “Come with
me and I will make you fishers
of men.” Our Lord is portrayed

speaking these words not tothe -
Galilean fishermen of 2,000

yesrs ago; but fo the peopie of
the Magdalen Islands in our
time. He is dressed in a heavy
woolen sweater, jeans and rub-
ber boots! The sun is direetly

»ernis neada. a WO snaras ot
-t cominge trom the <ur
mpass nim on poth sides

it elaporate Ladwork o T
vne, 4 Crnss mav oe discer
cilWhICh extenas at anangic o
¢ rIent winoow

round vur Lurd are tne
cople ot the Macdalen 1sianus
n the rignt. the women ana
nildren urcessed in winaorea-
<€rs and exnibiting the red nair
cnaracteristc ot Scols ances-
try. In the background. on the
-hore. a mvsterious figure ares-
<d 1n blue gazes out to us. [tis
the Blessed Viroin Marv, ana
~-ne holds in her arms a bovnuet
of fleur-de-lvs. the | |
Juebec.

[n the left window are the two
fishermen representing St. Pe-
ler and his brother Andrew. Uur
Lord has spoken the words to
them. and from their expres-
sions one senses that the mes-
sage has been spoken through
their heads into their hearts.
Onece again, if you stop and
move into this scene. something
begins to happen. You begin to
‘feel’ the scene.

i

The tension becomes aimost
discernable. Study the look in
Peter's eyes. Here is a man on
the edge of faith. Jesus the
hammting young man sescapto-
red his heart and his imagina-
tion. What will ha, to Peter

if he leaves his nets and follows ?
The tension is 50 weilexpressed
thatit is as if Pitersvere on the
edge of u-m oﬂ inhl new
dimenmion.




| wouwid poinr out thar these properties did not
belong 1o (ne church or ciergy as some migat think,
hut to the Crown ana rents received from lhe
ullotmen: of these reserves were given tor the sup-
port ana maintenance of the Protestant clergy of
Lower Canada (Church ana State in Canaada 1627-
1867, John S. Moir, McLelland & Stewart, Toron-
o).

The Magaalen islands were granted to {saac Cof-
Jin (later Sir Isaac Coffin) by Letters Patentr on
April 24, 1798, Pages 4 and 3 of this document ex-
pressiy siate [nhat the extreme easiern Isiand -
“‘comprising the Northeast point and the Old
Harry's point’’, esumated to be the one-seventh
part of the Islands wouid not be a parrt f the grant.
and that this porrion would remain property of the
crown or Province for the support and main-
tenance o} a Protestant clergy. This was to fulfil
article 36 of the Constituionat Act.

The first Anglican clergy man who came (o the
Magdalen Islands, (Rev. Felix Boyle) took up
residence first at House Harbour iater moving ro
Grindstone, therefore it became necessarv lor the
church to obtain property In this area for the pur-
pose of building a rectory, obtaining firewood and
Jarmung. A tract of land (100 acres) was acquired
by an Emphyteutic Lease, dated June 11, 1858,
from John Fontana (agent for John Townsend
Coffin) to the Rev. Felix Boyle, resident Anglican
clergy man for the use of the Magdalen Islands
Mission. The lease was for a period of 99 years
with an option (o renew at its expiry date and
-with an anuai rent of ane shilling sterfing payable
each year in the month of June. (See (ease from
John Fontana to Felix Boyle, Registered at the
Regisiry office for the Magdalen [siands on the
2nd day of September, (863, No. 24, Register B,
Volume i, page 4) John Townsend Coffin died in
Engiand on April 29, 1882 and Isaac Tristram
Coffin became proprieior in irust of the Islands.
Unrest, -discontentment and constant ‘quarreling
over the iand tenure sysiem on the istonds -prom-
pted the Quebec government to intervene and in
1895 an act was passed to.repiace the system of
lenure by lease by one of free tenure, whereby all

: i ) occupants could become owners of their property
Since available space in the publication will only by paying any arrears in rent plus rent for the -

permit a cropped version of the actual facts, I will current year at the office of the clerk of the Circuit
be as brief as possible: _ ) L - Court for the Magdalen Islands at Amherst.
1. None of the Coffins, including Admiral Sir On June 14, 1897, a Deed of Commutation,
Isaac Coffin ever owned Coffin island. between [saac Tristram Coffin, (represented by-
; : E.A._Brasset, trustee) the Government of Quebec
2. The Anglican church never owried any partof guy'%he | ord Bishop of Quebec, gave the Diocese
Coffin Island with the exception of the present iy 44 gif church properties heid from the-Coffins
-\ cemetery at Old Harry (1 acrey which was pur- " p i the legse system, namely at, Grindstone,
chased from Daniel Dunn on October 21, 1915 for | Entry Island, Amherst and Grosse Isle.
 the amount of $10.00 (Deed registered at the,,.. . 009 o ioing g threat of ati
i N i expropriation-by
- Registry. office_for the Magdalen Istands-on Oc-. Duplassis governmens, iocese sold thE>"
tober 23, 1915, under the number 1777.) ... 3 fhe 0 b e D it

Dear Sir:

In ‘the February i4th issue of SPEC, | was ..
amazed at certain references (0 church property
on the Magdalen Isiands, in an article by Erica
Pomerance which appeared on page 8. The wruter
states that Coffin Isiand was given to the Anglican
church by “‘Coffin”’ who later traded it for
property at Grindstone.

Since there were three Coffins invoived in the
Mapeiaian -isigrds, -it is-not clear from this:article - .
-witich-.one--of - the-three supposedly made this
generous: contribution. Obviously it could not
have been Admiral Isaac Coffin himself, since he
died 12 years before the church was established on
the Isiands.

Although undoubtedly written in good JSaith, g .‘ I“;.'?.:x j:{' ":."d 2 mmmm,_
what is disturbing about this statement is.that no "~ To nd Coffin "m""“m : plogss:s ;
documena xderce s oned 007 B¢ . n supporer of e nn hrch on
many -people would accept this . statement as- .. gmldwg his bm:;m“w
historicai fact because it appeared in  print. S — md“' . wwmmm = f:-f .

It is true that Coffin Isiand was known as the ol meintenance. Whethes -

; ; the generosity of his heart or by constant remin-
“Clergy Reserves’’ prior to 1854, in fact, one- -
seventh of ail Lower Canada was reserved for this d”ﬁ“*‘dﬂvwmoﬂﬁrm

2 P, we wiil never know. . s e
purpose under the Constitutional Actof I791but ™" """ gyon Clask- Magdaien istands. Quebec:
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to me i: made <he Whole :hing rather meaningless.

It is strange that jyou snould inquire about Judge Zdward
Bowen, as I have been trying to find out some information
about him, also, as I have reasons to believe that he may
have performed several civil marriages on the Islands in

1847 or 1848.

It was he who was responsible for makirng the Church of
England aware cf the fact that there were several English
speakirg Protestants on the Islands, and during his last
visit here in 1848 was accompanied by the Rev. R. Short,
the clergyman from Perce. It was during this particular
visit that he took ill or had an accident whidyer happened.

Unfortunately, the only information that I have concerning
this incident is an article which appeared in The Canadian
Ecclesiastical Gazette, September 12, 1850, Vol. 1, No. 4.
Mine is a Xerox copy and is not legible enough to recopy.
You could obtain a copy of this by contacting the Librarian,
Bishop's University, Lennoxville. Tell him you want pages
30 - 31 and 32 of this issue, and specify that it concerns
Bishop Mountain's first visit to Magdalen Islands.

All that the article mentions is that the Judge took seriou-
sly ill while on the Islands, (resulting in his death, later)
and it appears that they were of the impression that it was
some type of sickness or disease that he had contacted on

the Islands. Apparebhtly, this sickness had brokedout on the
Islands at the time. It states that he was forced to curtail
his visit, which allowed the Rev. Short to visit Entry Island
only where he only performed about 10 baptisms.
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T vas tying to obtain records which may
by Judge Rowen during some of his visits %o
see if ke had performed any civil marriages.

In che entyy irn the echurch register coneerriszc

grancfather's marriage It states that ne had

beer marries oy a sastice of <he Peace fue o

a Protestant clergyman on the Islands. The marriage was
convalidated br the church in Jarnuary 1851 by =he Rev.

Telix Soyle, the first residert clergyman cn the Islands.

I might mention that e was also a rnative of *he Gaspe.

My great-grandfather'=z name was Zenry Clarke, and e married
a Flora OJriscoli.

Jo far I aave Teen urable o0 Iind any of these records. _
irote the clere of the court at Perce as I thougat that they
night ce there but he didn't even look and wrote back to say
that I should contact the clerk of the court here at Aaherst.

I contacted the chap here and he promised %*o look and let me
know but nave had ro word from him. I doubt if there is any
records nere as it would be doubtful if the records office
or courthouse was established here at that time. Most likely
the annual Circuit Court was held in a schoolhouse or some
such building and the records taken back to Perce.

I would place the marriage in 1848 or 1849, and it may have
been in 1850 by Judge DeBlois (Judge Bowen's successor)
Yet it could have been as early as 1847, byt doubtful.

If you should uncover any more information concerning the
Judge's accident or illness, I would be pleased to hear about
it, and if I can come up with something more from here will
certainly pass it along to you. Possibly you might have a
suggestion as to where I might look for this marriage record.

Good luck with your research!

Yours sincerely,

Ssfor) QiR

BYRON CLARK

P:S: Was a bit curious, if someone gave you my name, or if
it was just from the article in Spec.

Excuse the mistakes as I'm using an electric typewriter
which I am not used to.




$@ﬁ\\ Leisure zana vommunicaticn

srosse +sle,llzzczlen +islanas

~ear ... annette:
“a mcently wrote to C.A.S.a. asking for infermation za-out
- svaiists wno came to tne irazaalen islanas. .e were 3Ilven your name
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S tne pest person Io contact.

Some of the family names here are::zurke, Rankin,w.cuean,’hennell,
Welsh(Walsh),Cassiay,Turnoull,Craig,ichards, Dunn, Clark,Llickson,
(Lixon),aeatingtKeaton},Zrisccll,Taker(Tager).

Any information you could send to us would be greatly appreciated.

Yours sincerely,

f;%3499;¢. P2

Nina Clark





